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Part 1 – The Accidental DBA 

Installation, Setup, Monitoring 
by Stephen Wynkoop 

swynk@sswug.org 

 Questions?  Here’s how to get help. 

 Workshop Segments  

 But First – Why?  

 Writing out the plan will be 75% of the battle.  

 CORE Values of a DBA  

 My Philosophy  

 About SQL Server Versions  

 Getting Started – Installation Notes/New DBA on the Job  

 Primary Items – New Installation  

 New Systems – Setup Options  

 After you run setup (2005)…  

 After you run setup (2008)…  

 After Setup…  

 Diving Into an Existing Installation  

 Locate SQL Server Instances 

 Check For Service Packs Installed 

 Performance Monitor  

 Performance Monitor 

Checks 

 Performance Monitor Tricks  

 Disk Space Checks 

 Disk Space Checks  

(Cont’d) 

 Check on Jobs 

 Check On Maintenance  

Plans  
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Part 2 – The Accidental DBA 

Backups, Best Practices and Tools  
 

 Check for physical backup files, transaction logs 

 Check For Off-System  

Backups 

 File Sizes, Locations and Trending  

 Reviewing Security  

 Best Practices Tools 

 Best Practices Analyzer 

 Best Practices Analyzer Targets 

 Microsoft Baseline Security Analyzer 2.1  

 Identify Logins 

 Firewalls, Access Protection 

 Additional Thoughts 

 Discovery: Where To From Here? 

 Other Resources  

  



 SQL Server 911 – The Accidental DBA 
  SSWUG.ORG vWorkShop Series 
 
 

 
 
© Bits on the Wire, Inc./SSWUG.ORG  3 
 
 

Part 3 – The Accidental DBA 

Working with SQL Server on a Daily Basis – what to be paying attention to  
 

 Daily Work  

 Disaster Recovery Plan  

 Key Questions 

 Understand Backup Models 

 Recovery Model:  Full 

 Recovery Model: Simple 

 Recovery Model: Bulk_logged  

 Disaster Planning…and Testing 

 Manual Processes  

 Best Practices 

 Third-Party Tools…?  

 Back Up and Running… Right???  
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Part 3 – The Accidental DBA 

Performance Investigation and Areas of Focus  

 Profiling Usage  

 SQL Server Profiler  

 Profiler Tips  

 Database Engine Tuning Advisor  

 Bigger Picture  

 Scaling Preliminaries  

 Scripts: Quick note  

 SQL Tweaking – Indexes and Joins  

 What Is An Index? 

 What Happens Without an Index? 

 Add an Index… 

 How Do I Figure Out Where I Need Indexes? 

 How Do I Create Indexes? 

 Creating Indexes - MS  

 Options – Creating Indexes 

 Creating Indexes – T-SQL  

 Clustered vs. Non-Clustered 

 Clustered Index Tips 

 “Covered” Indexes 

 When NOT To Index 

 >= SQL Server 2005 

 Creating Indexes – Database Performance Tools  

 Index Maintenance  

 Index Checking  

 Index Defragmentation 

 Index Defragmentation in SQL2k5 

 Summary - Indexes 

 About Joins 

 A Note About “Aliasing” 

 Simple Joins 

 Basic Joins 

 Example Left Outer Join 

 Join Tips 

 Join Tips (Cont’d) 
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Part 3 – The Accidental DBA 

Ongoing System Management  

 Formalizing System Mgt  

 Getting Your Arms Around Things 

 Checklists 

 When should a checklist be used? 

 Creation of the Checklists 

 Examples (many different sets of checklists) 

 vWorkshop Wrapup  

 


